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Commemorating 250 years
of the United States.
July 4, 2026, marks the 250th
anniversary of america.
celebrating cape may counties
role in the path to liberty.
Commodore Barry,
“Father of the American Navy” as he is later addressed, rescues
sailors and munitions off the Brigantine Nancy as she makes
her way from the Virgin Islands to the port of Philadelphia.
A British ship to her stern, she runs-aground and takes on fire.
The Battle of Turtle Gut begins. The Nancy returns fire. Firing
enough to discourage a boarding party, but Barry knew that he
and his men hadn’t much time. Residents helped unload and
secure around 280 kegs of powder behind the dunes. Barry then
ordered the men to abandon ship, but not before ordering fifty
pounds of gunpowder to be poured in the ship's mainsail and
wrapped as tightly as possible. With their men safely in a boat
alongside, the captains set fire to the mainsail and jumped
overboard. The first seven British sailors who reached the
Nancy raised a cheer of victory as they climbed aboard, but at
that moment the gunpowder exploded with a roar that, according
to record, “was heard forty miles above Philadelphia.” Thus, by
noon on June 29th the Battle of Turtle Gut Inlet had ended.
The enemy ships retreated, and the precious gunpowder was
sent safely up the Delaware Bay to the Continental Army.
T H E B AT T L E O F T U R T L E G U T I N L E T :

Welcoming Guests for over
Three hundred years!

T H E S T I L L W E L L S I S T E R S : Rebecca Stillwell lived in the Ferry
House, Beesley’s Point, Upper Twp., while her husband fought
with the Continental Army. Loyalists learned of stolen British
supplies being kept at the Ferry House, they were to raid and
confiscate them. Seeing a British ship anchored in the Bay at
Somers Point and a launch full of soldiers rowing towards her,
Rebecca reacted. She waited for the boats to come in range of a
cannon that was in her front yard. Determined to protect her
storefront, Rebecca lit the cannon firing over the heads of the
British. They retreated to their ship and Rebecca saved the supplies.
Sarah Stillwell had her own brush with the British. Sarah’s
husband was one of several County privateers captured by the
British and sentenced to the prisoner ship Jersey, aka. “Hell,” off
the coast of New York. A sentence like this rarely led to anything
but death. Sarah wouldn’t stand for this, she road to New York
to meet with British Commander, Henry Clinton, to negotiate the
freedom of her husband. With help from General Washington,
Sarah convinced the British to trade her husband for a man of
equal rank and thus her husband was released.

Cultural and
Historical Attractions
Cape May county
Cape May County still looks to its heritage as farming
and fishing are still important industries, but tourism now
drives the economy. Summer visitors swell the population from
89,000 in the winter to over 900,000 in the summer. Learn
more about the history of the county firsthand at the many
museums and historic sites listed in this brochure.
brochure provided by the
cape may county board of
county commissioners

cape may county department of tourism,
division of culture & heritage
4 Moore Rd, DN 135, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210

www.cmcculture.net
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Did you know?
of Cape May County were
the Kechemeche tribe of the Lenni-Lenape.

THE EARLIEST SETTLERS

C A P E M AY W A S N A M E D after Dutch Captain,
Cornelius Jacobsen Mey. The County was formally created
November 12, 1692.

is one of the top locations for migratory
bird watching in North America.

C A P E M AY C O U N T Y

T H E O N LY E N L I S T E D B A S I C T R A I N I N G C E N T E R

for the

United States Coast Guard is in Cape May County.
1. AVALON HISTORY CENTER

THE COLD SPRING PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CEMETERY

2. CAPE MAY LIGHTHOUSE

has more decedents of the Mayflower buried there than
anywhere in the US, outside Massachusetts.

3. CENTER FOR COMMUNITY ARTS

THE PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES

4. DENNIS TOWNSHIP OLD SCHOOL HOUSE
MUSEUM & HISTORY CENTER

held three spring trainings
in Cape May County in 1888, 1891 and 1898.

5. THE DOO WOP PRESERVATION LEAGUE MUSEUM

L E G E N D H A S I T that Captain William Kidd left buried
treasure somewhere in Cape May.

6. EMLEN PHYSICK ESTATE

T H E G R E AT C E D A R S W A M P

7. ENDICOTT REARDON FAMILY MUSEUM
8. FORGOTTEN WARRIORS MUSEUM
9. FRIENDSHIP SCHOOL
10. J.W. GANDY FARMSTEAD

has long been mined for
petrified cedar. Shingles cut from this wood cover
Independence Hall in Philadelphia.
milky quartz pebbles, have been
found at Sunset Beach for many years. When polished, they are
ideal for jewelry.

“ C A P E M AY D I A M O N D S , ”

12. Harriet Tubman Museum of Cape May

is said to have lived in Cape May in the
early 1850’s, working to help fund her mission to guide enslaved
people to freedom.

13. HEREFORD INLET LIGHTHOUSE & GARDENS

F O U R U N I T E D S TAT E S S I T T I N G P R E S I D E N T S

11. MEMUCAN HUGHES COLONIAL HOUSE

14. HISTORIC COLD SPRING VILLAGE
15. THE MUSEUM OF CAPE MAY COUNTY
16. NAVAL AIR STATION WILDWOOD
AVIATION MUSEUM
17. OCEAN CITY HISTORICAL MUSEUM
18. THE SAM AZEEZ MUSEUM
19. SEA ISLE CITY MUSEUM
20. THE AMERICAN LEGION, STEPHEN C. LUDLAM,
POST 331 TATHUM LIFESAVING STATION
21. STONE HARBOR MUSEUM
22. TUCKAHOE RAILROAD STATION
23. TURTLE GUT INLET PARK
24. US LIFE SAVING STATION 30
25. WILDWOOD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
GEORGE F. BOYER MUSEUM
26. WORLD WAR II LOOKOUT TOWER

HARRIET TUBMAN

and a
Princess considered Cape May County their summer retreat.

a Lenni-Lenape Chief named Manomie, is said
to have never moved on into Salem County with his community,
instead tradition argues he stayed in Cape May County. His sister is
thought to have married an English missionary and had children.
Nummy stayed to help raise her children after she passed. The
resting place of King Nummy has been debated for almost 300 years,
but his presence is still felt all over the southern end of the County.

K I N G N U M M Y,

W H A L E S W E R E A B U N D A N T in the Delaware bay around
the late 1600’s, so much so that they attracted the first English
settlement on what is now Town Bank.

to the area were primarily Quakers
and Presbyterians in search of religious freedom. The Baptists
followed. The Quakers settled in the north eastern part of the
county, Presbyterians to the southern end and the Baptists found
settlement in the middle.

THE FIRST SETTLERS

Fishing (whaling), farming, ship
building, timbering, and salt works for preservation were among the
top industries. While shipbuilding and whaling are not as popular
today, the growing trend for local restaurants is farm-to-table or
sea-to-plate options, keeping the founding industries thriving.
Today, tourism is the number one industry in Cape May County.

FOR EARLIER SETTLERS

1 . AVA L O N H I S T O R Y C E N T E R
215 39th St, Avalon NJ 08202. 609-967-0090.
w w w. av alonfreelibrary.o rg / a h c

1 0 . J. W. G A N DY FA R M S T E A D
Historic Preservation Society of Upper Township, 26 Tyler Rd. (Rte 616),
Greenfield NJ 08250. w w w. u p p e r t w p h i st o r y. o rg

19. SEA ISLE CITY MUSEUM
4800 Central Ave., Sea Isle City NJ 08243. 609-263-2992.
www.s eais lemus eum.com

The Avalon History Center features iconic
exhibits from Avalon’s yesteryear. Visitors
can explore and learn about the fascinating
history that surrounds this island by viewing
photographs, artifacts, and ephemera from
Avalon’s past. Have you seen pictures of the
island after the Storm of ‘62? Want to show your
kids or grandkids Avalon’s long-gone businesses,
like Sullivan’s or the Bongo Room? The History
Center has it all and is open year-round. Be sure
to check the website, or follow on Facebook, for the latest in acquisitions,
family-fun programs, and upcoming special events! Free admission.

The J.W. Gandy Farmstead, maintained by the Historic
Preservation Society of Upper Township, was built in
1815. From 1815 to 1950, the house sheltered, and the
land supported, generations of farmers, mariners,
shipbuilders, weavers, preachers and public office
holders. John Wesley Gandy was a farmer, minister,
constable and district superintendent of schools and
was a manager of the Cedar Swamp Meadow Company.
The Society has created a period farmstead, including the
farm house and various outbuildings. The house is
open for special events, but the public is welcome to
visit the site, which includes interpretative signage,
during daylight hours.

Welcome to their Museum! – the
repository of Sea Isle City’s 135
year history. We have an eclectic
array of artifacts on display,
ranging from a hundred-year-old
trolley bell to a jet pilot’s flight
suit from the 1970s. Our research
material includes thousands of
photographs, maps, books,
pamphlets, and personal
remembrances, plus collections
on specialized subjects such as The Storm of 1962 and the history of Sea Isle
railroads, which played a critical role in the development of the city. We invite
visitors to browse through our displays and collections, or sit and research any
desired subject at leisure. It’s free – and there’s no time limit.

2 . C A P E M AY L I G H T H O U S E
215 Lighthouse Ave., Cape May Point NJ 08201. 609-884-5404.
w w w. capemay mac.org
Learn about our rich maritime history and enjoy
an unparalleled view of the Delaware Bay and
Atlantic Ocean with a climb to the top of the Cape
May Lighthouse. The present tower, which is
the third documented lighthouse at the southern
tip of New Jersey, has been an aid-to-navigation
for mariners and attraction for visitors since it
was built in 1859. More than 2.5 million visitors
have climbed the lighthouse since it opened to the
public in 1988. For those who choose not to climb,
the Oil House on the grounds contains a fully accessible Visitors’ Orientation
Center and Museum Shop carrying souvenirs, books and maritime items.
3. CENTER FOR COMMUNITY ARTS
717 Franklin St., Cape May NJ 08204. 609-884-7525.
w w w. cen terforcommunitya r ts.o rg
CCA’s Community History Program is dedicated
to discovering, preserving and presenting the
African American history of Cape May County.
The Program creates annual exhibits and panel
discussions in partnership with the Mid-Atlantic
Center for the Arts, presents tours during Cape
May’s tourist season and by appointment, and
administers the growing John T. and Janet D.
Nash Archives of African American History.
Tours include the African American Heritage
Walking Tour of Cape May and the Underground Railroad Trolley Tour.
4. DENNIS TOWNSHIP OLD SCHOOL HOUSE
MUSEUM & HISTORY CENTER
571 Petersburg Rd., P.O. Box 204, Dennisville, NJ 08214. 609-861-1899.
w w w. DennisTwpM useum.o rg
The museum is devoted to the collection
of artifacts, historic documents, and
memorabilia as well as early photographs
of our eight villages which are:
Belleplain, Clermont, Dennisville,
Eldora, Northwest Dennis, Ocean View,
South Dennis and South Seaville. The
Museum is Handicapped Accessible
and A.D.A. Compliant.
5 . T H E D O O W O P P R E S E R VAT I O N L E A G U E M U S E U M
4500 Ocean Ave., Wildwood NJ 08260. 609-551-2289.
w w w. do owopusa.org
The Doo Wop Preservation League was
formed to preserve the mid-century
architecture and spirit of Doo Wop in
the Wildwoods. Visit the Doo Wop
Museum and enjoy memorabilia from
the era. Stop for a quick lunch or snack
at the 1950’s lunch counter. Relive the
thrill of the Wildwoods in the 1950’s &
1960’s and see the best of Wildwood’s Doo Wop architectural landmarks while
your guide recounts the popular culture of the era on one of the Doo Wop
Tours, including the popular music of the day. A visit or tour is great for all ages.
6 . E M L E N P H Y S I C K E S TAT E
1048 Washington St., Cape May NJ 08204. 609-884-5404.
w w w. capemay mac.org
A visit to the Physick Estate today offers a look
back at our Victorian past as evidenced by its
architecture, decorative arts, customs, and the
lives of one particular Cape May family, the
Physicks. The estate was completed in 1879. The
Physicks’ distinctive home illustrates their
changing tastes as well as the particulars of the
Victorian lifestyle in Cape May. A tour of the 15
beautifully restored rooms gives you a glimpse
into the lives of this Victorian-era Cape May
family. The Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & Humanities operates the estate as
a Victorian historic house museum and offers guided tours year-round. The
four-acre estate also includes the Carriage House Museum Shop, the Carroll
Gallery with year-round exhibits and the Vintage B.Y.O.B. Restaurant.
7 . E N D I C O T T R E A R D O N F A M I LY M U S E U M
3036 S Shore Rd., Seaville NJ 08230. 609-624-3311. w w w.e r m u s e u m .c o m
The Endicott-Reardon Family Museum provides
a history of life in mid-twentieth century
America, with emphasis on family life,
traditions, and artifacts. For over 100 years
The Endicott and Reardon families lived in this
area and lovingly preserved, documented and
archived aspects of their lives and life in the
region. Come experience the story of the
Endicotts and Reardons and their collections
from earlier times. Enjoy exhibits relating to life,
work, community and the greater world.
8. FORGOTTEN WARRIORS MUSEUM
529 Forrestal Rd., Cape May Airport, Rio Grande NJ 08242. 609-374-2987
The Forgotten Warriors Museum features
memorabilia, authentic artifacts and powerful
displays about the conflicts in Korea and Viet
Nam, all cared for and displayed with pride and
reverence. Tucked away in the Cape May County
Airport, it’s worth the trip. A very emotional
experience for veterans of those conflicts. You will
find it’s well-worth the time. Visiting Forgotten
Warriors is something you will never forget!
9. FRIENDSHIP SCHOOL
Historical Preservation Society of Upper Township, 859 South Shore Rd., Palermo, NJ
w w w. uppertwphistory.org
The Friendship School, maintained by the
Historical Preservation Society of Upper
Township, opened in 1831 and is believed to
have been in use until about 1865, when it was
replaced by a larger building. The one room
school served students in the Palermo section of
the Township. Also on the property are the
Seaville School privy, c. 1900, and a coal and
storage shed, c. 1900, from the grounds of the
Palermo Elementary School. They are open for
school tours. To schedule a tour, contact the Historical Preservation Society.

11. MEMUCAN HUGHES COLONIAL HOUSE
Greater Cape May Historical Society, 653 ½ Washington Street (next to City Hall),
609-884-9100. w w w. c a p e m a y h i s t o r y. o rg
The Memucan Hughes Colonial House is the headquarters
of the Greater Cape May Historical Society. The house,
circa 1730, was originally a tavern and the family house
of Revolutionary War Patriot Memucan Hughes. The
front room features a tavern room, a second room
depicts a colonial era cooking room. A meeting room
added in the 1930’s is a research and changing exhibit
room. In a town of homes built in the Victorian style,
the colonial house is a unique house that features Cape
May’s earliest history.

20. THE AMERICAN LEGION, STEPHEN C. LUDLAM,
P O S T 3 3 1 TAT H U M L I F E S AV I N G S TAT I O N
117th Street and 2nd Avenue, Stone Harbor, NJ. 609-368-2294.
www.s tephencludlampos t3 3 1 .org
The American Legion, Stephen C.
Ludlam Post 331, is the oldest building
in this beautiful community. It was built
in 1895 as a Life-Saving Station and is a
National Historic Register structure.
In addition to being a Legion Post, it
is also a museum honoring the
Life-Saving Service, the Coast Guard
and all of the military services with a
variety of artifacts, art works and
displays. Visits are welcomed and
encouraged to learn more about the
important work of the Life Saving
Service and US Coast Guard, as well as
those who served our country in all the
branches of the Armed Services.

1 2 . H A R R I E T T U B M A N M U S E U M O F C A P E M AY
632 Lafayette Street, Cape May, NJ, 08204. w w w. h a r r i e t t u b m a n mus eum.org
Located on a block in Cape May City that anti-slavery
activists called home. Lafayette Street and Franklin
Street became a center of abolitionist activity in 1846.
Restoring the building that houses the Harriet Tubman
Museum is a tribute to the rich history of abolitionist
activism on this block. The Museum highlights the pivotal
role Cape May played in the fight for freedom; honors
the courageous efforts of Tubman and her Underground
Railroad voyages. Tickets are available online.
13. HEREFORD INLET LIGHTHOUSE & GARDENS
111 N. Central Ave., North Wildwood, NJ 08260. 609-522-4520
w w w. h e re f o rd i n l e t l i g h t h o u s e. c o m
The Hereford Inlet Lighthouse, designed by Paul J. Pelz
in 1873, is a working lighthouse as well as a museum.
Visitors will learn about the structure's history and get a
glimpse into the life of a lighthouse keeper in the late 19th
& early 20th centuries. Period rooms in the lighthouse
recreate the lighthouse keeper’s work and home. There is
also a gift shop on the first floor of the Lighthouse. A
park surrounding the building overflows with numerous
flower gardens that have won many awards.
14. HISTORIC COLD SPRING VILLAGE
720 Route 9, Cape May NJ 08204, 609-898-2300. w w w. h c sv. o rg
Historic Cold Spring Village is New Jersey’s largest living history museum. Its 27
restored antique buildings are located on 22 wooded acres adjacent to an eight-acre farm
field which is reserved for heritage farming. Visitors
are introduced to rural life in southern New Jersey in
the early 19th century through active demonstrations
of 19th century trades and crafts by knowledgeable
historically clothed interpreters, exhibits of collections,
and a variety of family oriented special programs.
Cold Spring Brewery opened at the Village in 2016
in a heavy timber frame barn. The brewery uses
contemporary techniques inspired by historic recipes
to allow visitors to enjoy a taste of history.
1 5 . T H E M U S E U M O F C A P E M AY C O U N T Y
504 Route 9 North, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210. 609-465-3535.
w w w. c m c m u s e u m . o rg
Representing the history of the entire County of
Cape May, a tour of The Museum of Cape May
County is like a walk through a cornucopia of
history. Rooms teeming with acquisitions
demonstrate the resiliency and elegance of our
county’s population – from its indigenous people,
through its early settlers, to those who forged us
into the vibrant county we are today. Housed in a
building that has been continuously inhabited
since 1704 as well as a historic barn and carriage
house, each room of The Museum of Cape May County is devoted to a subject or time
that will hold you spellbound as you make your way through our county’s past.
1 6 . N AVA L A I R S TAT I O N W I L D W O O D AV I AT I O N M U S E U M
500 Forrestal Rd., Cape May Airport, Rio Grande NJ 08242. 609-886-8787.
w w w. u s n a s w. o rg
Naval Air Station Wildwood (NASW) Aviation
Museum is a non-profit museum located at the Cape
May Airport inside historic Hangar #1. Commissioned
in April 1943, NASW served as an active dive-bomber
squadron training facility during World War II. Today,
Hangar #1 has been restored and transformed into an
Aviation Museum that houses a number of aircraft,
engines, special exhibits, and educational interactive
displays. The museum invites visitors to explore
aviation, New Jersey, military and WWII history through “hands-on,” fun and
educational activities for the entire family! Bring the kids and travel back in time to
this 92,000 square foot sampling of the 1940’s (and don’t forget your camera)!
17. OCEAN CITY HISTORICAL MUSEUM
1735 Simpson Ave., Ocean City NJ 08226. 609-399-1801.
w w w. o c n j m u se u m . o rg
The Ocean City Historical Museum has been
delighting, inspiring and educating visitors to
Ocean City, NJ since 1964. A non-profit museum
dedicated to the history of Ocean City, it exhibits
all things pertaining to Ocean City’s past. The
Museum is open year-round to the public, free
of charge. The Museum also provides
programming on topics of Ocean City and
national history. The gift shop at the Museum sells
related books and souvenirs. We hope you visit soon.
18. THE SAM AZEEZ MUSEUM
610 Washington Ave., Woodbine NJ 08270. 609-861-5355.
w w w. t h e sa m . o rg
The Sam Azeez Museum of Woodbine Heritage
celebrates the history of the wave of immigration
at the end of the 19th century that brought
Russian Jewish settlers to the area known as
Woodbine to be developed as an agricultural
colony. Housed in the historical Brotherhood
Synagogue, the Museum is focused on hate and
prejudice reduction and education. Designated
as the Cape May County Teaching Center for
the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust
Education, the Museum provides both onsite and
in-classroom programming to students from 5th through 12th grades. Students
are encouraged to learn about the past, exchange ideas in the present, and work
towards a harmonious future.

21. STONE HARBOR MUSEUM
9410 Second Ave., Stone Harbor NJ 08247. 609-368-7500.
www.s toneharbormus eum.org
The Stone Harbor Museum is a visit to the past.
Opened in 1999, a collection of archival material
and displays bring the past into the present.
Trained volunteer docents welcome and guide
visitors through the museum. Highlights include
our award winning “Stone Harbor Stories,” oral histories
that take visitors back into the 1930’s and a large
collection of binders that contain hundreds of
stories and thousands of photos. Featured also
among the many displays are a Timeline that takes
visitors back to when the purchase of a $100 bond
included a free lot. Learn about our two railroads
and mile long boardwalk and much more. For collectors looking to purchase them,
we have the largest collection of beach tags on the island.
2 2 . T U C K A H O E R A I L R O A D S TAT I O N
Historical Preservation Society of Upper Twp., Railroad Ave & Mill Rd.,
Tuckahoe, NJ 08250. www.uppertwphis tory.org
The Tuckahoe Station was built in 1894, in the
Queen Anne style. The coming of the railroad was
an economic boon to the village of Tuckahoe, as it
was the main junction to Cape May County’s
seashore communities. The station is currently
maintained by the Historical Preservation Society
of Upper Township and is open on select dates.
Trains run from the station on special occasions.
Check the Society website for specific details.
2 3 . T U R T L E G U T I N L E T PA R K
Miami and New Jersey Aves., Wildwood Crest NJ 08260
The Battle of Turtle Gut Inlet (June 29,
1776) a little-known but authentically
documented naval encounter during the
Revolutionary War. The memorial honors
the seamen and officers of the Brigantine
Nancy. The site is the only battle of the
American Revolution fought in Cape May
County. Learn the entire story of the Nancy
with a visit to Turtle Gut Inlet Park.
2 4 . U S L I F E S AV I N G S TAT I O N 3 0
4th Street & Atlantic Ave., Ocean City NJ 08226.
www.ocmus eum.org
Built in 1885-86, U.S. Life Saving Station 30 served
the U.S. Life Saving Service for 30 years and the
U.S. Coast Guard Station #126 for 20 years after
that. It was saved from demolition in 2010 and is
being restored as a living history museum in Ocean
City, depicting the life of the Lifesaving Service
and the men who served at this station.
It is the only Life Saving Station left in New Jersey
that was rebuilt according to the Service’s
distinctive 1882 type design. Call John Loeper to
arrange a tour at 609-398-5553.
25. WILDWOOD HISTORICAL SOCIETY GEORGE F. BOYER MUS E U M
3907 Pacific Ave., Wildwood NJ 08260. 609-523-0277.
www.wildwoodhis toricalmus eum.com
The George F. Boyer Museum and the
Wildwood Historical Society offer vintage
photos, artifacts and memorabilia relating to the
Wildwoods from the 1800’s to the present. There
are special sections dedicated to the police and
fire departments, the beach patrol, and historymaking residents. There are local newspapers
dating back to 1897, books on entertainment,
transportation, old hotels and houses and the
Boardwalk. Learn the real history of rock ‘n’ roll
and its beginnings in Wildwood. The museum
includes a research library available to the public.
The price of admission is a donation.
26. WORLD WAR II LOOKOUT TOWER
Sunset Blvd., Lower Township NJ 08204. 609-884-5404.
www.capemay mac.org
Fire Control Tower No. 23 is New Jersey’s last
remaining restored World War II tower, part of the
immense Harbor Defense of the Delaware system
known as Fort Miles. Built in 1942, the tower was
one of 15 towers that helped aim batteries of coastal
artillery, stretching from North Wildwood, NJ, to
Bethany Beach, DE. Fire Control Tower No. 23 is
on land now part of the Cape May Point State Park.
The Tower includes original wooden ladders, the
watch room and viewing platform at the top. There
are interpretive panels along the walkway and at
every level in the Tower. The 3rd level of the
Tower features a “Wall of Honor” with then-and
now photographs of over 100 area World War II
veterans. In 2012, an “All Veterans Memorial” was
erected on the deck at the base of the Tower.

